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TWO NEW ACCOMPANIERS FOR CCGAP

ences. He wrote the following introduction:

abroad program in El Salvador called Casa de la Solidaridad in

2006. The “Casa” program combined education, action, and reflection as
we studied at the UCA (Universidad Centroamericana) and spent two
........... continued on page 3

days each week in a praxis community

Jason Boccaccio

We had the opportunity to meet Ja-
son this fall while attending the
GAP gathering (see page 4).
son looks like he is about to say
something in the picture at left, it’s
because the photographer caught
him in the act of performing a rap
for our annual talent show. He'’s
very talented. Jason will be leaving
for Guatemala in January and we look forward to hearing of his experi-
Saludos/greetings from
Denver, CO. I was born and raised here in Denver. Ihave grown up
with a healthy love for the outdoors, sports, and learning. Global affairs,
history, language and culture have always fascinated me and I suppose
those interests combined and led me to take some Sociology classes at
Regis University. I was consumed by the Soc. classes I took, especially
the ones that covered Central America. An interest in Central American
history and U.S. involvement in the region along with a strong desire to
become more proficient in Spanish called me to participate in a study

Caitlin Lynch

We didn’'t get to meet
Caitlin before she left for
Guatemala last week but
we look forward to mak-
ing her acquaintance.
She writes:

If Ja-

After studying community
organizing at Occidental
College and working on a
variety of social justice
issues, including affordable housing policy advocacy in
Los Angeles, I traveled to Guatemala to study Spanish.
While attending a Spanish immersion school in Xela, I
was exposed to the political, economic and social history
of the country and was introduced to many activists cur-
rently fighting for human rights. Through many of these
connections and a deep interest in continuing engage-
ment in international solidarity work, I was lead to NIS-
GUA. I am excited to be working with NISGUA with the
support from CCGAP in a way that responsibly and re-
spectfully engages the international community with
local Guatemalan movements for mutually beneficial
social progress.

Fronterizo/Cantdn Libertad: continuity and changes.......

There were a total of eight in our group visiting the two commu-
nities of Fronterizo and Cantdn Libertad in November. (See EWB
on page 3.) The people were welcoming, even though our visit
coincided with a very busy time as the men are out in the milpas
planting corn, to get their first harvest of the new year. As on
previous visits, the tortillas that we were fed with each meal were
declared by the Engineer Without Borders folks to be the best
they’d ever tasted, with a freshness impossible to replicate.

Some of the changes happening in the villages: both of them are
in the final stages of paying for their land! Although we don’t
have a predicted date for the acquisition of their deeds, the land
has been surveyed and the borders between the two groups estab-
lished, which seems to have improved relations somewhat.

The people of Cantdn Libertad have contracted with a Mexican
heavy equipment operator to bring in a road from the highway in
Mexico. Although it is still a mile away and is currently nothing

but mud, we are expecting to see a road in use by our next visit in
the spring of 2010.

Another woman with her children has been abandoned by her
husband who declares that he will stay in Tennessee where he
works in roofing. And a grand new house of five rooms is under
construction in another part of the village—with a wooden carved
door and a real doorknob—all financed by a another US immi-
grant. The current school in Fronterizo has greatly declined en-
rollment with more parents in Canton Libertad electing to keep
their children out of classes until they can start their own school,
maybe next year. A visiting padre conducted a baptism mass for
seven children; the evangelical pastor has his sermons amplified
in hopes of saving some of his neighbors.

Life goes on and we treasure our relationships in these two com-
munities, where our friends allow us a glimpse into their lives
and culture.




Arturo’s Education: scholarship recipient writes

Estimada Sefio. Susana Elena y su
organizacioén de solidaridad de Copper
Country.

Espero que se encuentre bien al lado
de su familia siempre con la bendicion
de Dios y siempre goce de una buena
salud.

El motivo de la presente es
Unicamente para contarle como es que
estuve estudiando durante este afio
2009. Aunque tuve muchas
dificultades para llegar ahora donde
estoy para mi significa mucho porque
pase tiempos dificiles sobre todo luche
y fue un gran esfuerzo de gran
satisfecho con lo que siento ahora
“feliz”.

En la primera fase: estuvimos
estudiando “médico quirdrgico” lo gane
la fase con “79” obtuve esta
calificacion para seguir la siguiente
fase que es la segunda. Gracias a
Dios todo el tiempo que estaba haci-
enda mi practica me pase bien.

En la segunda fase: estuvimos
estudiando “materno infantil” me gusto
tanto sobre el cuidado de los nifios
menores 0 a 5 afios. Obtuve la califi-
cacion de “78” puntos estos meses de
practica todo con éxito.

La tercera fase: estudiamos sobre
“extension de cobertura” (Es decir dar
consulta en las comunidades mas leja-
nos de la cabecera departamental) en
esta fase obtuve la calificacién de “83”
puntos siempre con las gracias a Dios
estuve en distintos lugares de Coban.

En este Ultimo examen final logre y
gane con “81” puntos. Esto fue un
requisite que se necesitabamos para
poder celebrar el 20 de noviembre me
graduo como Auxiliar de Enfermeria
luego a aplicar mis conocimientos en
el lugar de trabajo.

Gracias a ustedes, comite de solidari-
dad y Susana Elena y los de PRO-
GRESA que me ayudaron durante
este afio para mi proceso de formacion
como Auxiliar de Enfermeria. Muy
agradecido me despido de usted con
carifo y aprecio.

jANTES FELIZ NAVIDAD! Arturo
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Esteemed Sue Ellen
and the Solidarity
Organization of the
Copper Country:

I hope you all find
yourselves well with
your families and
with God’s blessing,
enjoying your good
health.

[ am writing now just
to tell you how my
studies went during
the year of 2009.
Although I had many obstacles to get to
where I am, for me it means a lot, because
I had hard times but through it all I strug-
gled with great effort and now have the
satisfaction of feeling happy.

the EWB visitors.

In the first phase of my schooling: we
were studying medical/surgical care and I
made the score of 79. I got this qualifica-
tion to go on to the next phase which is
second phase. Thanks to God the whole
time I was doing the practicum I did well.

In the second phase: we were studying
maternal/infant health, and I liked very
much taking care of children under five
years old. I got the grade of 78 points,

and success in the months of practicum.

The third phase: we studied “extension of
coverage”, (which is to say giving health
care in the communities most isolated
from the government centers). In this
phase I got the grade of 83 points, always
with thanks to God. I was in different
places in Coban.

In the final exam, I achieved and won
with 81 points. This was a requirement
that we needed in order to celebrate on
the 20th of November. I graduated with a
Practical Nursing degree with which I can
apply my knowledge to my position of
work.

Thanks to you, the Solidarity Committee
(CCGAP) and Susana Elena and those of
PROGRESA who helped me during this
year in my becoming a practical nurse. I
am very grateful and I take leave now
with affection and appreciation.

Early Merry Christmas! Arturo

Arturo with his grandparents,
above, and with his mother,
right. Also right is the tamale
gathering in his honor, including

We were very pleased to find that our arrival

in Fronterizo coincided

to the village after his graduation exercises in
Coban. His mother, whom he very rarely
sees, had come all the way from Mexico,
where she works as a maid, to travel with her
sisters-in-law to Coban to attend the activi-
ties. Then they all came home to Arturo’s
grandparents’ house and threw a party to
celebrate his achievement. The women
worked from early morning to make chicken
tamales wrapped in banana leaves for several
rounds of guests seated at a long table under
the trees in their yard. It was a joyful occa-
sion. We presented Arturo with a copy of the
book Donde No Hay Doctor (Where There is
no Doctor) which is a guide for rural health
care.

Arturo’s grandfather, who has raised him
since he was a small child, is advanced in
vears. He estimates his age to be 82, but still
has a full head of black hair. He finds it hard
to believe that I am younger than he since I
have grey hair. Due to recently being kicked
by his mare, he is now blind in one eye and is
finding it harder and harder to workin the
fields. Arturo will be attending weekend
classes in Playa Grande through the coming
year so that he can work during the week to
help out his grandparents. He plans to return
to Coban in 2011 to continue work towards
his professional nursing degree.

A special thanks to the mission committee of
the Hancock First United Methodist Church
for their very generous annual contribution
towards Arturo’s scholarship which is admin-
istered by a Guatemalan Quaker organization
called PROGRESA. We also depend on the
income generated by the Rebecca Sandretto
bequest. SEK
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Introduction of Jason...continued from page 1

collaborating with and learning from the Salvadoran peo-
ple.

That semester in El Salvador was nothing short of life
changing. When I returned, I graduated from Regis and
became involved with Colorado Legal Services doing out-
reach and education with migrant farm workers, an experi-
ence that led me to my current job as an Immigration
Counselor with Catholic Immigration Services in Den-
ver. The legal work I do as an accredited Immigration
Counselor has been challenging and while I have enjoyed
it, I have been feeling a strong pull back to Central Amer-
ica for some time now. As I thought of ways to continue
working in international solidarity movements, I remem-
bered learning about human rights accompaniment from
prior contact with Denver Justice and Peace Committee
(another G.A.P. sponsoring community). Idid some re-
search, went to hear two returned accompaniers speak at a
DJPC event, and I knew I had to apply. Iknew this was
the next step. So here I am, ready to depart in January and
thankful to have the support of communities like KGAP

and CCGAP. Jason Boccacio

The EWB in the Ixcan: m mid-November, 1

was given the incredible opportunity to return to the Ixcan
region of Guatemala, to the communities of Fronterizo and
Canton Libertad. I'headed south with a group of students
from Michigan Tech, who belong to Tech’s chapter of Engi-
neers Without Borders (EWB-MTU). As an environmental
engineering student, I had been to Guatemala with EWB-
MTU before, in 2007, to install deep drinking water wells.
This time, I went down as a professional mentor, and the ex-
perience was much different, but just as rewarding. With the
cooperation and help of Sue Ellen Kingsley of CCGAP, we
were able to hold several meetings with various community
groups to assess the needs of each community.

“Water!” was the resounding answer to our most important
question, “What does your community need most?”” Our short
stay in the villages introduced a new generation of Michigan
Tech students to the world of development work, and sparked
the continuation of a water project started while I was a stu-
dent at Tech. I’'m grateful for the opportunities provided to me
by Michigan Tech, Engineers Without Borders and CCGAP. |
look forward to staying involved in this project as a profes-
sional mentor and to forming stronger bonds with the commu-

nities of Fronterizo and Canton Libertad. Laura Oman

Friends of CCGAP: thanks to the following friends for their financial support since March 09

iABRAZOS!
Kate Alvord Rosemary Grier & John Welch Emily Newhouse
Dave Bach William Hazleton Dede Olsen
Kathy Beiring Mary Hindelang & Mark Silver Shawn & Doug Oppliger
Barbara Bell-Dereske Linda Holcomb Fran & Chris Passerello
Linda & Jim Belote Betty Holmbo Janice Peterson
Nancy Bird Susan Hooker Candy & Rolf Peterson
Gordon Borsvold Jackie Huntoon & Chris Wojick Dana Richter
Michele Bourdieu Heikki Kansa Bill & Nanno Rose
Jim & Alice Boyce Peg Kauppi Sylvia & Richard Rowe
Viola Brown Barbara & Norm Kendall Linda Rulison
Brian & Rima Carlson Karla Kingsley John Sargent
Larry Carroll & Mary Haller Sue Ellen Kingsley & Terry Kinzel  Joan Schumaker
Johanna Cooper Leonard & Velma Kingsley Kristan Schuster
Ellen & Peter Derber Phil & Judith Kingsley Mary Lois Sennewald
Mary Lee Dereske Joseph Kirkish Jeanine Sewell
Donna Destrampe Wanda Kolb Karen & Tom Snyder
Cynthia Drake Marj & Ray Krumm Dennis Sotala
Mel Driller Carol Kurz Viola Spiegel
Rudiger Escobar Stella Larkin Dianne Sprague
Zvi Flanders Laurie Levinger Valorie Troesch
Beth Flynn George & Dorothy Love Patricia & Peter Van Pelt
Jo Foley Paula Lucier Melinda Van Slyke
Paul & Audrey Frair Laura MacDonald Suzanne Van Dam
Phyllis Fredendall Janet & Bob Marr Norma Veurink
William Gale Alex Mayer Kevin & Jean Walsh
Kim Green Beverly Maynard Mary Wright
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JOSH FINISHES HIS TERM OF SERVICE....

Our accompanier Joshua
Cohen is just finishing up his
time as an accompanier. His
period of service in the Ixcan
region has been a time of
much activity and changesd
not necessarily for the bet-
terd in that area. We have
had to edit his letter quite
heavily, but you can view it in
its entirety on our website
ccgap.org.

I had the privilege of meeting Josh while in Guatemala
and appreciated his thoughtful insights. We are looking
forward to his visit to the Copper Country in January.
Watch for announcements!

Aiwho controls the past <co
controls the presen+Georgent
Orwell (stenciled on wall of Sixth Avenue, Zone 1 in
Guatemala City)

Dear Friends and Family,

At some moment in the past few weeks | came to the
realization that every single visit that my partner David
and | do in the next two months will be my final one to
each community. Almost everyday from now on | will be
saying goodbye. | don’t know how to wrap my head
around this. My time here has meant and continues to
mean so much to me. | will write one more letter before
| leave so I'm not going to dwell on leaving quite yet. |
am still very much here. And at the moment it feels
pretty urgent to share with you all some of what has
been happening here.

The Remilitarizing of the Ixcan

Historical memory is not just about remembering; it is
about honoring the past by constructing a present that is
grounded in the lessons history has taught us. It is about
changing who we are and how we act in accordance
with these lessons. In Guatemala, various governments
have made it clear that they do indeed remember, and
even regret the atrocities carried out on the part of the
state throughout the country’s 36-year internal armed
conflict. Each year, for instance, the country commemo-
rates those who lost their lives as a result of state vio-
lence in the conflict on National Victim’s Day. However,
the same government that, today, gives lip-service to the
suffering of survivors and martyrs is also pushing poli-
cies that render its words meaningless. What is happen-
ing in the Ixcan today, as you are reading this letter, is a
clear example of the enforcement of such policies:

Over the course of the next week, one thousand-plus

-

tarlza |on and ar
n t j;pgyto F

ground troops from the Sixth Infantry Brigade will return
to the Ixcan. The Brigade had been disbanded and the
number of regional troops had been reduced signifi-
cantly in accordance with the Peace Accords of 1996
(nation-wide, the number of troops was cut from 28,000
to 15,000). But today, the demilitarization process is be-
ing reversed in very particular locations throughout the
country. In violation of the Accords, center-left President
Alvaro Colom plans to expand the number of active sol-
diers back up to 25,000. In the Ixcan, as in many of the
other regions throughout the country, the primary justifi-
cation is to provide security to a relatively insecure re-
gion (why resources aren’t being used to construct a
competent police force instead of employing military
force, also in accordance with the Peace Accords, has
yet to be explained). But communities across the Ixcan
openly oppose remili-
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Three weeks ago, four

of us from
This graffiti was photographed by Josh in the

ACOGUATE (the
name of the interna-

capital. It says: “If there was genocide, when
will there be justice?”

tional network of ac-
companiment organi-
zations that NISGUA
is a part of) attended a press conference in Guatemala
City organized by members of various social organiza-
tions and community representatives throughout the
Ixcan to publicly denounce the remilitarization of the re-
gion. The conference was scheduled the day after com-
munity members presented a legal denunciation of Co-
lom’s plan before Congress. Also throughout this time,
workshops, informational and organizing meetings had
been taking place across the municipality as communi-
ties planned how they would confront the situation.
There have been and continue to be too many such
meetings for David, my partner, and | to keep track of.
However, the press conference was the first formal pub-
lic declaration organized across communities.

The moment the room quieted the panel of speakers
moved straight to the point. A man named Juan Juarez
opened the conference by stating bluntly:

“Esto es una ofensa para la memoria histérica.”
“This is an offense to historical memory.”

What does the reinstallation of an old military brigade
have to do with historical memory? The answer is so

PAGE 4
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glaring that it is shocking (well, almost shock-
ing) that the government could simply choose
to overlook it: As many of you already know,
the Ixcan was one of the regions most af-
fected by military repression throughout the
internal armed conflict. According to the
Catholic Church’s Recovery of the Historical
Memory (REMHI) project, 102 massacres took
place in the Ixcan between the years 1979-88;
2,500 were killed violently; and 96% of the
population was forcibly displaced. The Histori-
cal Clarification Commission (CEH), Guate-
mala’s independent truth commission, deter-
mined that 93% of the abuses that took

place during the internal armed conflict

were committed by state and related para-
military forces; and that these abuses con-
stituted "acts of genocide" at the height of

the violence in the early 1980's . That is to
say, the atrocities experienced in the Ixcan, as
in the rest of the country, were overwhelm-
ingly carried out by the Guatemalan military.
Thirteen years have passed since the signing
of the Peace Accords and still, 99% of crimes
committed remain unaccounted for

The offense, then, is this:

Imposing a military force on survivors of a
genocidal campaign carried out by the very
same military-which has yet to be held ac-
countable for any of its crimes-and then claim-
ing it is for the protection of those same peo-
ple.

It is alie. It is a psychological assault. And it is
an outright denial of and disregard for the real-
ity lived by those who were targeted by the
military in the internal armed conflict. Reina
Caba, another community leader who spoke
at the press conference, described it this way
in one interview: "People associate the return
of the military with the terror and massacres of
the past. When we talk about the situation,
people still cry, because they have not even
received reparations."”

This then raises the question: If not for secu-
rity, why is the Ixcan being remilitarized?

iStrategic Security Pl

AUnprotected Areado

In the words of Afredo Cacao, a social activist
in the region: "The purpose of remilitarizing
this area is to defend the interests of the big
companies, because this is an area of gold
mines, African palm oil and hydroelectric
dams." .....

go to ccgap.org to re

o

GAP Gathering Welcomes New NISGUA Director

This year’s annual GAP gathering in Colorado last August was an espe-
cially precious time, especially for us old-timers, since we had missed
the gathering last year. It was a time for renewing ties of solidarity with
other sponsoring communities (seven US groups were represented),
returned accompaniers and hard-working NISGUA staff. And we wel-
comed into our group the new director of NISGUA, Luz Guerra, who
bravely comes on board at a challenging economic time for non-profits.

The gathering learned of the current social, economic, and environ-
mental situation in Guatemala, which, although grim as ever, still in-
cludes rays of hope and small victories to animate our enthusiasm for
the work of solidarity and accompaniment. A new GAP council was
elected with a mandate to continue setting policy and management of
the accompaniment project. A major topic of conversation, of course, is
how to raise funds for our work YOU CAN HELP!

We need your support!

It costs around $8000 to support an accompanier in Gua-
temala for a year; CCGAP has been responsible for the sup-
port of one and a half accompaniers, and we remain com-
mitted to raising $12,000 annually for the living and travel

expenses of our accompaniers.

®
9

An addressed envelope is included: V]

please give generously.

)

anso for an iGracias!

CCGAP was saddened by the passing of two of our most faithful sup-
porters this past summer: Viola Speigel—and her husband Ed, when
he was alive—was consistently involved and enthusiastic about our
project, and always made donations even though she lived on a very
limited income. Susie Kraft supported CCGAP over the years as one
of many issues in which she was active as a member of the Unitarians.
aWe witlanissgou both, VilaedSwBi@s | et t er . SEK
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Copper Country Guatemala Accompaniment Project

A Link between Guatemala and the Copper Country

CCGAP
Sue Ellen Kingsley
53044 Hwy ®03
Hancock, Ml 49930

Phone: 90882-6827
Email: sekingsley@pasty.net
www.ccgap.org
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The Copper Country Guatemala Accompaniment Project (CCGAP) is a group of organizations and individuals who financially support accompaniers to serve as human rights observ-
ers and a deterrent to the violence that threatens people in Guatemala who are struggling for justice and an end to impunity. (see ccgap.org)

CCGAP also serves as a sister community for the Guatemalan villages of Fronterizo 10 de Mayo and Cant6n Libertad, a community established on the 10" of May 1995 by a group of
refugees who returned to Guatemala after 12-15 years in refugee camps in Mexico. CCGAP is committed to maintaining a long-term relationship with Fronterizo and Canton Libertad,
strengthening ties between our communities and expressing our solidarity with annual visits and by giving financial support to small projects planned by the Guatemala community. We
offer educational talks on Guatemala to groups here in the Copper Country along with the opportunity to become involved in this community-to-community relationship with the indige-
nous people of Guatemala.

The Guatemala Accompaniment Project (GAP) is a branch of the national organization, NISGUA (Network in Solidarity with the People of Guatemala, nisgua.org). All donations to
CCGAP are used to support accompaniers and small community projects in Guatemala, also to disseminate information among people of the Copper Country community.

CCGAP Board members:Linda Rulison, president, Linda Belote, vice-president, Sarah Green, treasurer, Terry Kinzel, secretary,
Beverly Maynard, Beth Flynn, Jim Belote, Rudiger Escobar, Bill Rose and Mary Wright.

ARTE MAYA CALENDARS

Once again you can purchase Arte Maya Calendars and thereby
support the international solidarity work of NISGUA and CCGAP,
the Maya artists who painted the scenes and the union workers
who print the calendars.

Each calendar, printed in both English and Spanish , features

y 12 paintings in the distinctive colorful style developed by this com-
munity of indigenous artists near Lake Atitlan

ybios of each contributing artist with explanation of each painting
yU.S. and Guatemalan holidays yMaya logographs signifying each

day’s place on the Maya calendar. A short guide to this intricate
system is included at the beginning of the calendar.

Email sekingsley@pasty.net or call 906 482 6827 to reserve your
calendars at $15 apiece. Or buy online at nisgua.org.

GUATEMALAN ARTESENIA

Find CCGAP this year at the Chassell Craft Fair at the Chassell High
School on December 12th, 2009.

purses and bags embroidered wall hangings wooden boxes
painted suns Christmas tree ornaments placemats scarves




