
of indigenous people 
throughout North 
and South America.  
The culmination of 

the Forum was an 
eight-mile march 
down a major ave-
nue in Guatemala 

City (population 2 
million) ending in 
the Central Plaza.  I 
joined a group of 
indigenous people 
from the Ixcan. (Sue 
Ellen knew some of 
them personally.)  
As we marched in 

front of a fortress -
like compound that 
is the center training 
ground for the army 

which conducted 
massacres and tor-

ture directed at the peasants during Guatemalaôs 36-year 
(yes, thirty -six years!) civil war, the people raised their fists 
and shouted ñNEVER AGAIN!ò  I raised my fist with them 
and felt tremendously privileged to be present with them, 
to participate in solidarity with them.  As an artist, I realize 
the importance of symbolism and as a person who reads 
history, I am aware that the government of my own coun-
try had a hand in the deaths of 270,000 Guatemalans.  
Marching with those people, raising my fist and shouting 
NEVER AGAIN! gave me a singular opportunity to recognize 
and call evil for what it is.  
 

That is the scene on the large center medallion of my neck-
lace. 
 

I am grateful eternally to CCGAP, the admirable indomita-
ble Sue Ellen Kingsley and to Alex Mayer for donating his 

raffle prize of a round trip ticket to Guatemala.  Muchas 
Gracias!            Mary Wright 
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In October Mary Wright, 
local renown community 
artist, traveled to Guate-
mala with yours truly SE 
Kingsley, to attend the 
Social Forum of the Ameri-
cas and to visit the Ixcan.  
Her Obama button was 
hailed enthusiastically by 
Guatemalansðand oth-
ersðat every turn.  Mary 
plans to help us raise 
funds this holiday season 
with our Guatemalan mar-
ket sales (see back page).  
You can meet her there. 
Here Mary tells about part 
of her experience:  
  

Picture this: a necklace 
strung with glass beads of 
great variety and color, 

each one containing a 
miniature scene; the beads are interspersed with large me-
dallions and one large medallion anchoring and centering 
the entire piece.  This necklace is how I think and visualize 

my two week trip to Guatemala, an experience which al-
tered me at the cellular level and the effects of which I con-
tinue to process. 
 

I will focus on the anchoring medallion, the experience that 
affected me at a profound level.  A main event in Guatemala 
City was the Social Forum of the Americas* which brought 
10,000 people to San Carlos University to focus on the rights 

* The World Social Forum  (WSF) is an annual meeting held by 
members of the alternative globalization movement to coordinate 
world campaigns, share and refine organizing strategies, and in-

form each other about movements from around the world.  The 
first Social Forum was held in Brazil at a time to coincide with the 
World Economic Forum meeting in 2001 in Davos, Switzerland.  
The WSF has sparked the organization of  regional gatherings 
whose central theme continues to be ñA Better World is Possibleò. 

 

Mary Wright, in the center of the picture in blue, joins thousands of indigenous and ladino 
Guatemalans in their march demanding basic human rights from their government.  They raised 

their voices to shout, ñEl Pueblo! Unido! Jam§s ser§ vencido!ò (ñThe People! United! Will 

never be conquered!ò) 
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Arturoôs Education 

I have known Arturo since he was five years old, just 
starting to attend classes in the dirt -floored school 
room, dirt that turned to mud underfoot when the rain 
came through holes in the thatch.  It was a chaotic 
classroom, since there was no division between the 
grade levels, and the teachers shouted out instructions 
while the students chanted the their vowels and multi-
plication tables. 
 

Arturo was a shy but obviously intelligent child.  He lived 
next door to the accompanierôs champa with his grand-
parents, Don Esteban and Doña Elena.  Don Esteban 
and his wife are elderly now, in their seventies, and Don 
Esteban complains that the government has no support 
system for old people.  ñWhat am I going to do?ò he 
asks.  ñI donôt have any strength left in my arms!  
Look!ò  He grasps his machete and swings it at a weed, 
whacking it off much more effectively than I would ever 
manage.  ñHow am I going to eat when I can no longer 
cut the corn?ò he continues. ñMy sons, they all have 
children to raise.  How can they spare anything for me?ò   
 

I donôt have the answer for Don Esteban, but I do be-
lieve there is great hope in the promise of an education 
for his grandson Arturo.   
 

I was happy to hear that Arturo had left the community 
after he graduated from sixth grade, living and attend-
ing basico, or middle school, in another town in the Ix-
can.  He called me when he completed third level ba-
sico, asking if he might qualify for support to continue 

his studies.  He said he wanted to be a doctorða 
common aspiration among poor rural youth, but sel-

dom realized.  He plans to start by studying nursing.  
 

Although we have not gotten the final confirmation, it 
looks like Arturo will qualify for a scholarship offered 
by PROGRESA, a Guatemalan Quaker organization.  
CCGAP has agreed to pay PROGRESA for Arturoôs sup-
port, an amount between $1000 and $1500 annually.  
We look forward to watching his progress.    SEK 

The CCGAP Education Fund 
was started several years ago for use in 
the communities of Fronterizo and 
Cantón Libertad, due mainly to the generous 

contributions of the CC Reading Council and the 
First United Methodist Church of Hancock.   
 

Last December, CCGAP was saddened to lose one of 
our most faithful supporters with the death of  
Rebecca Sandretto .  Rebecca (Rita) had heard one 
of our presentations on our work in Guatemala over 

ten years ago, and every year she made a very gener-
ous donation, wanting no special recognition.  We were 
surprised to learn that she had planned for the con-
tinuation of her generosity after her death by naming 

CCGAP as a recipient of a bond, which when sold, 
yielded over $12,000!  CCGAP has invested the bequest 
and this year will dedicate the earnings to the Educa-
tion Fund.  We are hoping that other youth will qualify 
for scholarships in the future and we remain forever 
grateful to the benevolent foresight of Rebecca San-
dretto.  
 

Last fall our education fund went towards a special re-
quest from the teachers: an excursion outside the com-

munity for the graduating sixth graders, something 
they had never attempted before.  The teachers sub-
mitted this report of their outing (the translation fol-
lows): 
 
Sra. Susana Elena y Comité de Solidaridad 
Nosotros los maestros que laboramos en este plantel 
�(�G�X�F�D�W�L�Y�R���³�(�V�F�X�H�O�D���G�H���$�X�W�R�J�H�V�W�Ló�Q���&�R�P�X�Q�L�W�D�U�L�D�´���G�H�O��
Caserio Fronterizo 10 de Mayo, nos dirigimos a sus 
amables personas para lo siguiente:   
PRIMERO: En primer lugar queremos agradecer de 
antemano por el apoyo económico que nos proporcion-
aron para realizar la excursión con los niños de la 
Escuela de Autogestión Comunitaria del Caserio 
Fronterizo 10 de Mayo.                                                    
SEGUNDO:  Dicha excursion se realizado con los 
                             continued on next page �:����������������

Left: Arturo 
between his 

grandfather and 
an uncle in 

front of his 

grandfatherôs 

house.  Below 
left: Arturoôs 

grandparents, 

Below right: 
Arturo 


