
set aside to shelter their television; 

and of a homeless man awakened on 

the sidewalk by 

his ringing cell 

phoneéall the 

ways poor peo-

ple choose to 
spend what little 

money passes 

through their 

hands.  

     But then I 

realize, wait ï I 

have all these 

things, and I 

like them, too. 

Am I justified in having a TV and a 

DVD player just because I have a 

nice stand to set them on and quality 

roofing to house them under? Are 

fancy fixtures reserved only for 

those who can make them look less 

conspicuous among other fancy 

fixtures?  
       When fifteen year-old Marta 

told me she was going to make the 

trek from Cuarto Pueblo up through 

the Sonoran Desert and ultimately to 

Atlanta, provided she didnôt get 

caught along the way, I asked her 

why she was leaving. I was already 

forming my own romantic ideas 

about Martaôs noble decision to mi-

grate; that she felt obligated to find 

a way to pay for her motherôs medi-

cine, that she was going to help put 

Yoli, her bright little sister, through 

school, that maybe there just wasnôt 

enough food to go aroundé 

          ñI want to be able to buy my 

own stuff,ò Marta answered. She 
wanted new jeans. She wanted cold 

sodas. She was born in Mexico in  

                           éé..continued on page 2 

Our current accompanier, 

Hilly McGahan, has left 
Cuarto 
Pueblo and 
is working 
with an Ixcan 
regional team 
focused on 
natural re-
source issues.  
Hilly is an ac-
complished 
artist besides 
being a very 
effective 
writer. We are looking forward 
to a visit from her sometime 
after she returns to the States 
in June.  She wrote this 
thoughtful letter about a friend 
in Cuarto Pueblo:   
 

Dear Friends and Family, 

       Iôve had the thought a number 

of times.  

        Itôs usually when I see the 

incongruous flashing television 

screen in a one bedroom, dirt 

floor home, or hear the trill of a 

new cell phone, or any other tell-

tale sign of the remittances sent 

home from family working in the 

states.  

       And I think, wouldnôt that 
money be better spent on Lupitaôs 

education, or perhaps a sustain-

able community project? I hear it 

echoed, too; Adriana, a Brazilian 

woman working with an Ixcán 

NGO told me of favelas near her 

home in Brazil where families 

slept exposed to the rain, their 

only reasonable piece of roofing 
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      Although we donôt yet have the name of the speaker 

who will be coming we have this information from the 

sponsors of the tour:      

The NISGUA 2008 tour speaker for the Midwest will 

discuss opposition to the Xalal§ (pronounced ñShalalaò) 

hydroelectric dam, a mega-development project that 

would displace indigenous communities and damage the 

ecosystem in the Ixcán, Quiché region. 
      The speaker represents the Ixcán Referendum Com-

mission, a grassroots group that engages in education, 

organizing, and legal strategies to ensure that the people 

of the Ixcán determine their own resource use and devel-

opment priorities. In a referendum held last year, almost 

90% of Ixc§nôs inhabitants voted against the construc-

tion of  the Xalalá 

dam, as well as oil 

exploration in the 

region. Disregarding 

this overwhelming 

opposition, the Gua-

temalan government is currently accepting bids from 

national and international investors interested in the 

Xalalá dam. 

     This period represents a key window of opportunity 

to oppose the Xalalá dam. The NISGUA tour will offer 

action ideas to support struggles for local resource man-

agement in the context of self-determination and partici-

patory democracy. 

    Watch for information regarding the time and 

place for this speakerôs presentation, around the 

second week in April. 

CCGAP to Host  

Guatemalan Speaker   
Ixcan activist to address Xalala Dam 

Hillyôs portrait of a friend in Cuarto Pueblo 

Above: citizens of 
Santa Maria Tzeja 

register to vote in 
the referendum 

Right: Votes 
against the instal-

lation of the 
Xalala Dam are 

counted   

Photos courtesy Kim Kern 
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Americas Social  

Forum in Guatemala 
Delegations forming to  

attend historic gathering 

     CCGAP is one of many human rights 

organizations planning to participate in 

the Americas Social Forum which will 

take place in Guatemala in October from 

the 7th to 12th this year.   

     The Americas Social Forum is a re-

gional offshoot of the World Social Fo-

rum, an annual gathering of social move-
ments, networks, NGOs and other civil 

society organizations opposed to neo-

liberalism and a world dominated by 

capital or by any form of imperialism.  

Representatives come together to pursue 

their thinking, to debate ideas democrati-

cally, to formulate proposals and share 

their experiences freely to coordinate 

effective action.   It was originally created 

as an alternative to the annual World 

Economic Forum held in Davos Switzer-

land by the capitalist powers of the world.  

     October 12th, or Columbus Day, is a 

significant date for the indigenous groups 

of Latin America, as it marks the begin-

ning of the Spanish conquest and the re-

sistance of indigenous peoples.  It is also 
the date chosen for the continent-wide 

ñCry of the Excludedò (ñGrito de los Ex-

cluidosò) among other popular demon-

strations. 

     The forum will include a wide range 

of social organizations from across the 

hemisphere as well as from the host coun-

try.  A Facilitating Group with representa-

tives from Guatemalan groups (including 

NISGUA) are presently working with the 

Hemispheric Council to organize the Fo-

rum. 

     Director of CCGAP Sue Ellen 

Kingsley is planning to attend this 

event, coordinating it with a visit out to 

the Ixcan region and Fronterizo/Nueva 

Libertad.  We are hoping for participa-
tion in the Forum not only from our 

friends in Guatemala, but also from 

our CCGAP supporters up here.  If 

you might be interested in joining us, 

please let us know even if it is only a 

tentative interest.  Contact SE Kingsley 

sekingsley@pasty.net or 906 482 6827 

Accompanierôs Reflections  
ééééé..continued from page 1 

the refugee camps and had seen Can-

cun, the hotels, the refrigerators. And 

she wanted some.  

            Initially, I was disappointed and 

found myself wanting to tell her to stay. 

This wasnôt the story of a young 

woman risking her life to feed her fam-

ily. Marta wanted cds and electricity. I 

wanted Marta to stay with her mother 

and grandmother, to know her Mayan 

language and how to make tortillas. But 

I have my refrigerator at home, my cd 

player, and my jeans and I 
donôt think Iôm ready to give 

them up. So who am I to hope 

these things for Marta? I find 

myself pleased to see young 

girls speaking Qôanjobal and 

weaving, to hear young men explain the 

planting and harvesting of corn. But I 

am dropping in on this world, peering 

into these complicated and changing 

lives, making my judgments and hoping 

my hopes, all the while knowing I will 

return to the many comforts of my 

home. And I love my home. 

            So I have to catch myself, to ask 

myself if what I want for Marta is what 

I want for myself. And itôs not so sim-

ple, because we do come from vastly 
different worlds. But I have to be care-

ful of this tendency to enjoy cultural 

preservation for my own sake, for my 

own viewing pleasures, only to slip 

comfortably back into my home in the 

U.S., where I will enjoy all the things 

that Marta wants too.     

P.S. I am now working with a new re-

gional team in the Ixcán, centered on 

natural resource issues. I will be working 

in communities where mainly Q´eqchi is 

spoken and little to no Spanish. I am 

studying Qôeqchi this week, trying to 

learn a third language using my second, 

which is, well, kind of hard. It is a beau-
tiful, poetic language: ¨How are you?  ̈

literally translates to ¨Do you have hap-

piness in your heart? Ì, ÌMa sa saô 

laachôool laaôat?Ì 

        I said goodbye to Cuarto Pueblo 

last month, after nine months there. On 

my last night we ate with Andrés, the 

carpenter I wrote about in my first letter. 

He told me, "Anita, now when you go 

home, you tell your family about what 

happened down here, what we lived 

through. But make sure you tell them 

that we are happy now. We are eating 

three meals a day of good food. We are 

no longer in the mountains, stuffing our 

babies' mouths with leaves to keep them 

from crying, cooking in the middle of 
the night so the army can't see our 

smoke, eating tortillas made from 

ground-up leaves ...we're doing pretty 

good."  

       "No es el tiempo que anda cambi-

ando el mundo; es la humanidad," he 

said to me as I was walking out of his 

house, something that just isn't quite as 

beautiful or translatable in English: "It's 

not time that changes our world - it is 

humanity." 

        I hope you all have happiness in 

your hearts.     Love,  Hilly 
 

Read Hillyôs past letters on www.ccgap.org 

Don Manuel, pictured at right with two of his 

children, is one of the people youôll meet 

when you visit Fronterizo.  He has a pro-

found desire to communicate with people 

from the outside, even though he has some 

difficulty speaking Spanish which is his sec-

ond language.  One of his daughters is work-

ing in the U.S. and her parents worry about 
her often.   Both Don Manuel and his wife 

Angela have strong memories of the war 

years when they lived in hiding in the jungle.  

Consider joining us for a visit to Fronter-

izo in October when you can learn more 

about Don Manuel and Angelaôs lives. 



The Copper Country Guatemala Accompaniment Project 

(CCGAP) is a group of organizations and individuals who finan-

cially support accompaniers to serve as human rights observers and 

a deterrent to the violence that threatens people in Guatemala who 

are struggling for justice and an end to impunity.   

CCGAP also serves as a sister community for the Guatemalan 

villages of Fronterizo 10 de Mayo/Nueva Libertad, a community 

established on the 10th of May 1995 by a group of refugees who 

returned to Guatemala after 12-15 years in refugee camps in Mex-

ico.  CCGAP is committed to maintaining a long-term relationship 

with Fronterizo and Nueva Libertad, strengthening ties between our 

communities and expressing our solidarity with them by developing 

individual relationships with annual visits and by giving financial 

support to small projects planned by the Guatemala community.  

We offer educational talks on Guatemala to groups here in the 

Copper Country along with the opportunity to become involved in 

this community-to-community relationship with the Mayan indige-

nous people of Guatemala.       

The Guatemala Accompaniment Project (GAP) is a branch of the 

national organization, NISGUA (Network in Solidarity with the 

People of Guatemala).   All donations to CCGAP are used to sup-

port accompaniers in Guatemala and small community projects. 

Funds are also used to disseminate information among people of the 

Copper Country community. 
    
CCGAP Board members: Linda Rulison, president, Sarah Green, 

vice-president, Bev Maynard, treasurer, Terry Kinzel, secretary, 

Stephen Pluhacek, Beth Flynn, Rich Featherly, Linda and Jim Be-

lote, Rudiger Escobar and Bill Rose. 
 

 

David Bach 
Marlys Bacon 
Lois Berg 
Viola Brown 

Rima & Brian Carlson 
Mel Driller 
First United Methodists Hancock 
Beth Flynn 
Ted & Karen Fredrickson 
William Gale 

Sarah Green & Floyd Henderson 
William & Sandra Hazelton 
Mary Hindelang & Mark Silver 
Jackie Huntoon & Chris Wojick 
Heikki Kansa 

Bob & Nancy Korth 
Nancy Manchester 
Alex Mayer 
Beverly Maynard 
Michael Moore et al 

Michelle & Phil Morgan 
Dede Olsen 
Judith Perlinger & Noel Urban 
Carolyn & Rolf Peterson 

Dana Richter & Sharon Levine 
Bill Rose 
Linda Rulison 
Rebecca Sandretto 
John D Sargent 
Allison Slavick 

Suzanne Van Dam 
Bob & Margaret Wahmhoff 
 
Thank You!  

Friends of CCGAP  We offer profound thanks to  

the following people who have supported us financially 
since the last newsletter in November 2007.  
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Become a Human Rights Observer 
in Guatemala!   

 

The Guatemala Accompaniment Project  (GAP) 
of the Network in Solidarity with the People of 
Guatemala  (NISGUA) is looking for qualified candi-
dates to be human rights accompaniers.    
 

Next training:   June 22 -28, 2008   
 San Francisco, CA   

Application deadline:  April 21, 2008     
 
Å Accompaniers act as human rights observers, pro-
viding a constant international presence to Guate-

malan witnesses in precedent-setting legal cases 
and documenting human rights abuses. 
Å NISGUA trains volunteers and matches them with 
U.S. sponsoring communities that support the accom-
panierôs stay.   
Å Accompaniers share in everyday rural life, observe 

and report on conditions, and monitor the human 
rights situation.  
 
Training includes the following:  
Å The philosophy of international human rights ac-

companiment; 
Å Role-plays that train participants to live and work as 
accompaniers in rural Guatemalan communities; 
Å Background on Guatemala and updates on the cur-
rent political situation.   

 
A candidate for G.A.P. should have: 

A familiarity with the history of Central 

America/U.S. relationships and the current 

situation in Guatemala  

A basic understanding of accompani-

ment and nonviolence, and a willingness to 
continue developing that understanding  

Previous experience in Latin America, 

especially rural areas (strongly preferred)  

A high level of verbal and written Span-

ish or the ability to develop it with six weeks 

of intensive study  

The ability to document and analyze 

events and conditions to prepare reports  

Cultural sensitivity ƀ Excellent judgment 

skills ƀ  Physical stamina, good health  

Six months to commit, not including training and language study  

Awareness of security issues and willingness to work in a situation 

which might involve some risk  

U.S. citizenship or a strong connection to a community in the U.S.  

 

Benefits include: accommodation and food in community, a small sti-
pend, health insurance, a re-entry stipend, and a contribution toward 
international travel.   

For more information, contact:  
Jillian Tuck at 510 -238 -8400;   

gap@nisgua.org;     www.nisgua.org 

NISGUA; 436 14 th  Street, Suite 409, Oakland, CA 94612  

 

Former accompanier Kim Kern 

with  friends.  Photo Kim Kern 

mailto:gap@nisgua.org
http://www.nisgua.org


 

CCGAP 

Sue Ellen Kingsley 

53044 Hwy M-203 

Hancock, MI 49930 

Phone: 906-482-6827 

Email: sekingsley@pasty.net 

www.ccgap.org 
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Mark your calendars!  
 

DANCE!  Raffle and Silent Auction!  
 

Enclosed you will find five raffle tickets.   We are hoping youõll buy them for five dol-
lars apiece. (Just let us know if youõd like more ticketsñsell them to your friends!).   
As you can see on the tickets, the raffle will take place at our annual dance party on 

 

Saturday, April 26th 7:30-10:30 PM 
At the Forestry Building, Michigan Tech campus (access from 7th avenue) 

 

RAFFLE:  grand prize is a handwoven wool blanket from Guatemala,  
other prizes are various handicrafts 

SILENT AUCTION:  rugs, mirror, purses, placemats, beautiful textiles, jewelry 

DANCE:  Live music with the Uptown Swingsters! Playing jump blues, swing,  

jazz standards, gypsy jazz, AND the occasional polka 
FOOD:  snacks will be available 

BRING  YOUR  WALLET 

Co ppe r  Cou ntr y G ua te ma la  Ac co mpa nime nt  P ro je c t  
 

A L ink  be tween Guatemal a and t he  Copper  Countr y  


