
 Dear Friends and Family, 

    When the loudspeaker of Cuarto 

Puebloôs main store crackles and blares 

the familiar Bolshevik-like carousel mu-

sic, women washing clothes in the river 

pause, mid-scrub, to turn an ear towards 

the center of town.  Usually it is a phone 
call; the music is cut short and Doña 

Elenaôs sing-song voice breaks in: 

¨Bueno. Bueno. Don Manuel Pérez, Don 

Manuel Pérez, present yourself here to 

receive your telephone call. Don Manuel 

P®rez, Don Manuel P®rezé.Ì and then 

more carousel music while Don Manuel 

hurries from his home in zone 1 to the 

telephone at the center store. If the music 

is at 5:30 am, itôs more likely the news 

of a freshly slaughtered animal, ¨Bueno. 

Bueno. If you want to buy pork, Don 

Last July I  

had the pleas-
ure of meeting 
our current 

accompanier 
Hilly McGahan 
(on the left) from 
Montana.  She 
had already 
spent a month in 
the community of 

Cuarto Pueblo and was hearing sto-
ries from the members of the Asso-
ciation for Justice and Reconciliation 
who are witnesses in the genocide 
trial. Here is Hillyôs latest letter and 
exerpts from earlier ones.  SEK 
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Narciso killed a pig in zone 3! Pork at Don 

Narcisoôs! Ì   

     One evening last week, the announce-

ment was of a death. Javier Aguilar, a man 

in his late thirties with liver problems, had 

died. Within twenty minutes of the an-

nouncement, families carrying candles 
poured out onto the road leading to Javierôs 

familyôs home. Men hauled wooden planks 

to the house and worked through the night, 

finishing a casket before dawn. In the early 

afternoon of the following day, the commu-

nity gathered for a short service in the 

church on the hill. Below, like a procession 

of leaf-cutter ants, bleary-eyed men hauled 

cement and buckets of water on the path to 

the cemetery. Absent from the funeral were 

Javierôs two eldest sons. They left for the  
                                       Continued on page 2ééé. 

Unfortunately we didnôt get a photo with all of our Guatema-

lan partners, but there are some people in this photo who 

have visited us here in the Copper Country: former accom-
panier Tom Bewick is first row left, next to yours truly; see 

his musings on his return to Fronterizo on page 5.  In the 
front row holding his daughter is Edwin Canil with his wife 

Ali on his left.  Our current accompaniers Hilly (middle of 
second row) and Kim (middle of back row) can be found, 

and Eva is standing directly behind me. SEK 

pastðlike Fronterizoðand the legal 

organization that is working on the 

genocide case.  These friends 

proved to be eager to express opin-

ions and impressions of our organi-

zation. 

     Fronterizo/Nueva Libertad were 

represented at the Gathering by Eva, 
a young woman who is raising her 

four children alone while her hus-

band works in the US.  She had 

agreed to come to the Gathering 

even though, except for her time in 

Mexico, she had never been out of 

the Ixcan region.  Fortunately, she 

was able to travel to the capitol with 

a Gathering participant from a 

neighboring village, but even so, it  
 

                             Continued on page 5éé.. 

     For some twelve years the annual 

GAP (Guatemala Accompaniment 

Project) gathering has been held in a 

different area of the U.S.   The par-

ticipants at the Gathering have been 

former and recent accompaniers, 

members of sponsoring communities 

(like CCGAP) and NISGUA staff 
and board members.  This year for 

the first time in GAP history, the 

Gathering was held in Guatemala 

which meant that our Guatemalan 

partners could also attend.   

     These participants included mem-

bers of the organization we currently 

accompany, the Association for Jus-

tice and Reconciliation, members of 

the returned refugee communities 

that we have accompanied in the 

Historic GAP Gathering in Guatemala 
Representative from Fronterizo attends gathering 


